
Platocharacteriseshumanbehaviourinthreemainsources:

Desire(orAppetite)

Emotion(orSpirit)

Knowledge(orIntellect)

Each human being has all three emotions but what varies is the degree to
which these emotions are present in them. According to Plato, the ones
who are restless and rapacious are fit for trade. Others who are driven by
their emotion or spirit are best suited to become soldiers. Lastly, there are
few who find no pleasure in worldly pursuits or victory and are satisfied in
mediation. Such beings yearn to learn, and they are always in search of
truth,andaccordingtoPlato,onlythesemen of wisdomarefit to rule.

Plato thinks that just like the perfect individual is the one who has the ideal
combination of desire, emotion and knowledge, a just state is the one that
has individuals as its citizens for trade, to be soldiers and to rule. In the
perfect state, individuals driven by desire will lead to growth and
production but would not rule; the military armies would maintain security
but not rule either. Only the individuals who have no appetite to gain
material possession or power and are forces of knowledge would become
therulers.

Justice:thevirtueofstate

In his idea of justice,Platoidentifies virtues that suit each socialclass.

The social class of traders, whose dominant trait is desire, the befitting
virtueof traders is TEMPERANCE.
The social class of soldiers, whose dominant trait is spirit or emotion, the
befitting virtueof soldiersisCOURAGE.
The social class of Philosophers, whose dominant trait is knowledge or
intellect, thebefitting virtueofPhilosophers, isWISDOM.



Thevirtuethat befitsthestateis JUSTICEwhich creates harmonyin allthe
threesocial classes and is anecessary condition forhuman happiness.
The first three virtues belong to the respective three social classes, but the
fourth virtue is a manifestation of harmony between all the three classes.
Thesefourvirtues arealso referredtoas thefourCardinalVirtues ofPlato's
theoryof Justice.

Philosopher-Kings:thecornerstone of Plato's theoryof Justice

Plato is known for his unique concept of the philosopher-kings put forward
in his political thought. He prescribed that the reins of government should
remain with a very small class of philosopher-kings who represent
REASON.

According to 'The story of Philosophy' by Will Durant, "the industrial forces
would produce, but they would not rule, the military forces would protest,
but they would not rule, the forces of knowledge and science and
philosophywouldbenourishedandprotected,andthey would rule".

Conclusion

Plato's theory of Justice is famously known as the Architectonic Theory of
Justice. He explains that as during the construction of a building, each part
is assignedtodifferent artisans,but thearchitect combinesit to contribute
to the final outlay of the building and add to its splendour. Similarly, the
three cardinal virtues, namely Temperance, Courage, and Wisdom, would
be cultivated by Traders, Soldiers and Philosopher class, respectively, and
Justice, the fourth virtue, would act as the architect establishing a perfect
state. Due to this inference between architecture and the organisation of
society,his theory is alsocalled the Architectonic Theoryof Justice.

To conclude, Plato considers Justice to be a necessary condition of the



good life. It is conducive to human happiness. The Republic, his famous
work, is the most important work that explains his idea of justice. His
theory of justice, built on moral foundations, with a clarification of virtues
and classification of social classes, is considered today as relevant for all
ages.


